Keep the Lights On After School

Petition in Support of Afterschool Programs
October 16, 2008

Dear Senator Richard G. Lugar, Senator Evan Bayh, Representative Andre Carson, Mayor Greg Ballard and Indianapolis City/County Council,

In recognition of Lights On Afterschool, the nation’s only annual celebration of afterschool programs, we are asking for your help in making sure that youth and families in Indianapolis have access to quality afterschool programs.  Afterschool programs combat juvenile crime, help working families and provide our youth with enriching opportunities to help them grow into successful adults.  Kids in afterschool programs do better in school, and are less likely to get in trouble.  However, there are not nearly enough afterschool programs in our community to serve all of the youth and families who need them.  

On this ninth annual Lights On Afterschool, we are shining a light on afterschool programs and the benefits they provide our youth and families.  We are not alone in supporting afterschool programs.  More than 7,500 communities nationwide are celebrating Lights On Afterschool today.  We are also proud partners of Afterschool for All: Project 2010, a national group of more than 15,000 individuals and organizations who support the goal of afterschool for all.  Among the Project 2010 partners are governors, mayors, police chiefs, parents, educators and youth, in addition to respected organizations and businesses including the YMCA of the USA, the National PTA, the National League of Cities, AARP, Time Warner, IBM and the NBA, NFL, NHL and MLB sports leagues.

Please support afterschool programs here in Indianapolis. 
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**Signers of this letter signal their support of the goal of afterschool and become partners of Afterschool for All: Project 2010, a project of the Afterschool Alliance.  There are no requirements for being a partner in Afterschool for All: Project 2010 and partner information is NEVER shared nor sold.  The list of Partners is used only in project materials.  A list of partners is available at www.afterschool2010.org.  The breadth and diversity of partners helps illustrate the strong support that exists for afterschool programs.

