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Afterschool coalition of Indianapolis

General Meeting

September 16, 2008

WFYI - (1630 N. Meridian Street)

Meeting Notes

In Attendance:

Sara Beanblossom, Jennifer Burnett, Shalom Black, Chris Collins, Julia Conner-Fox, Judy Fraps, Cindy Miers, Janice Hicks-Slaughter, David Klinkose, Adrienne Preddie, Christy Prulhiere, Coco Wolf, Debbie Zipes

Introductions and Welcome:

After introductions, David Klinkose welcomed those in attendance.  He then provides an update on recent ACI happenings:

· Community Fair on the Circle (in honor of September 11) – ACI had a table; there was a lot of interest; and a lot of material distributed.

· After School Network had a board meeting in Lafayette.

· Regional Summits are being held across the state.

· Indy Parks has nine programs in the city that could be affected by the budget cuts.  David spoke before the City-County Council in support of Indy Parks and afterschool programs.  The City-County Council has made a commitment to find funding for the programs. 

Committee Reports:

Business:  Debbie Zipes

The goal of the committee is to leverage funds for ACI and to develop a strategic approach to leverage funds for other afterschool programs.  ACI is currently having conversations with funders.  The next step is to align ACI standards with funder standards.  Debbie distributed a copy of the “Afterschool Programs Basic Standards.”  Providers agreed to the standards in 2002.  The committee needs to review the standards and make changes if needed.  The Standards Committee will meet the week of October 20.  If interested in working with the committee, contact Debbie Zipes.

Media:  Sara Beanblossom

The 9th Annual Lights On Afterschool event will be October 16th from 3:00 – 5:30 p.m. at Garfield Park.  The main goal is to bring the afterschool movement to the forefront. Much has been accomplished, but there is still a lot of need.  

Coloring Contest – deadline is October 8th. Sara distributed registration forms for vendors and groups.  Both are still needed.  Vendor registration forms are available from and due to Coco Wolf, boys & girls Clubs, 920-4700, rwolf@bgcindy.org by 10/10/08.  Group registration forms are available from and due to Sara Beanblossom, VSA Arts of Indiana, 974-4123, 
sbeanblossom@vsai.org.   Volunteers are needed for the following times:  noon – 3 for set-up, 3 – 5:30 greeters and floaters, and 5 – 6:00 clean-up.  There will be lots for students to do. There will be a gallery for afterschool student work.  Jamie Johnson from Inquisitive Kids is providing 300 ATA backpacks.  The main need now is students to attend and vendors.  Contact Sara if you have questions.

Website: David Klinkose

David is going to meet with the provider to work on making the website more useable.  If you have information for the website, send it to David.  

Presentation from WFYI:  Christy Prulhiere

Christy provided materials about Ready to Learn.  It is an outreach program created by the US Department of Education that provides off-air activities.  The program trains parents and teachers about the appropriate way to use television.  It is currently in 27 counties.  She also shared information about other WFYI web resources:  PBS TeacherLine for professional development in ESL, reading/language arts, and other topics; A Place of Our Own: Your Gateway to Resources For Child Care (www.APlaceofOurOwn.org) , PBS Kids, PBS KIDS Go, PBS Parents, PBS Teachers, Colorin Colorado, Reading Rockets, and more.  She mentioned an event in conjunction with the opening of WFYI’s new facility on Oct.14th.  More information will be coming.

Other Business:

Announcement of a Book Give-Away:  You can vote for your favorite first book and get a chance to win 50,000 books for children in Indiana.  The site is 

http://www.firstbook.org/whatbook<http://www.firstbook.org/whatbook>

Young Audiences: Shalom Black provided an update on The Chocolate Fest on 9/24/08, new catalogue, and the Chocolate: Savor the Sins Exhibition coming to the Indiana State Museum . . . . plus she shared delicious chocolate treats!

Next ACI General Meeting:  November 11, 10:30 – 12:00.  Location TBD.
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